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A woman in her 20s was
forcibly raped in a wooded area
of Coram Thursday afternoon
in a “disturbing” and “unusual”
broad-daylight assault, accord-
ing to acting Suffolk County Po-
lice Commissioner Stuart
Cameron, who said police were
searching for the suspect.

Detectives from the Sixth
Precinct said the woman was
walking on a trail that serves as a
cut-through near Route 112 and
Skips Road at 1:45 p.m. when she
noticed a man following her.

“At some point he jumped in

front of her and grabbed her,”
Cameron said during a news con-
ference Friday in Great River.
“That resulted in an extremely vi-
olent assault toward her. At one
point, she was knocked uncon-
scious and raped.”

The woman, whose identity
was not released, was taken to
Stony Brook University Hospi-
tal, where she was treated for
her injuries, police said. She
has since been released and is
expected to make a full recov-
ery, authorities said.

Cameron described the case
as an “extremely high priority”
for the department and said a
“tremendous amount of staff”
are out canvassing for wit-
nesses and relevant video that
could help identify the suspect.

“This is a very active investi-
gation,” Cameron said.

Residents of Coram and
nearby communities said the at-

tack would give them second
thoughts about traveling alone
at night.

“It obviously gets me wor-
ried,” said Jennifer Hernandez,
18, of Medford. “ . . . It’s terrify-
ing hearing that story.”

Her friend, Jessica Fuentes,
19, of Medford, called the attack
“horrifying. It is scary because
I live around here.”

Bob Johnson of Coram said
the incident was troubling.

“It’s just nuts,” he said.
“Something’s got to be done.”

But Christian Vargas of Mid-
dle Island said the attack was
not surprising, noting that the
area where the rape occurred
needs more police.

“I have a daughter, and at the
end of the day I want to make
sure my daughter is safe,” Var-
gas said. “I feel completely sad-
dened about [the rape]. They
just need to clean it up. It’s

something that needs to get en-
forced and regulated.”

The suspect is described as
unshaven with a medium build.
He was not wearing a mask,
Cameron said, and the victim
did not know the suspect. The
department is not investigating
any previous rapes similar to
Thursday’s attack.

“A forcible rape out in the
public in broad daylight is very
unusual for Suffolk County,”
Cameron said, advising resi-
dents to use caution in the area
of the attack. “It’s a very un-
usual event. It’s a very disturb-
ing event for us and our depart-
ment. We want to solve this
case as soon as possible.”

Police are asking anyone with
information to call the Sixth
Squad at 631-854-8652 or Crime
Stoppers at 800-220-TIPS.
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1914 The Canadian ocean
liner RMS Empress of Ire-
land sank in the St.
Lawrence River in eastern
Quebec after colliding with
the Norwegian cargo ship
SS Storstad; of the 1,477
people on board the Em-
press of Ireland, 1,012 died.
1953 Mount Everest was
conquered as Edmund
Hillary of New Zealand and
Tensing Norgay of Nepal
became the first climbers to
reach the summit.
1977 Janet Guthrie became
the first woman to race in
the Indianapolis 500, finish-
ing in 29th place (the winner
was A.J. Foyt).
2009AjudgeinLosAngeles
sentencedmusicmogulPhil
Spectorto19yearstolifein
prisonforthemurderofactor
LanaClarkson.(Spector
remainedinprisonuntilhis
deathinJanuary2021.)
2020 Fired Minneapolis
police officer Derek Chauvin
was arrested and charged
with third-degree murder
and second-degree man-
slaughter in the death of
George Floyd. (He would be
convicted in April 2021 on
those charges as well as
second-degree unintentional
murder.)
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The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation
should not have issued a permit
to a controversial Noyac sand
mine in 2019, an appeals panel
ruled Thursday.

Southampton Town and oth-
ers took the DEC to court in
2019 over the issuance of a per-
mit allowing Sand Land —
which a 2018 Suffolk County re-
port linked to groundwater con-
tamination — to dig 40 feet
deeper and operate for another
eight years.

A state Supreme Court jus-
tice in September ruled the per-
mit was valid, but the town ap-
pealed.

Thursday’s ruling by a panel
in the Appellate Division of the
state Supreme Court, Third Ju-
dicial Department, overturns
the September decision and
states the DEC ignored that
Southampton zoning law pro-
hibits new mining when it is-
sued the permit.

“Here, where it is unchal-
lenged that the town’s laws pro-
hibit zoning, DEC cannot
process the application, let
alone issue the permit,” reads
the ruling written by Justice
Molly Reynold Fitzgerald and
signed by three of the four
other members of the panel.
“Therefore, the act of issuing

the permits here . . . was arbi-
trary and capricious.”

A 2018 Suffolk County Depart-
ment of Health Services report
found that mulching and com-
posting at Sand Land caused “sig-
nificant adverse impacts on
groundwater” and that man-
ganese, a mineral that has been
associated with neurological dis-
orders, exceeded drinking water
standards by almost 100 times
and iron by more than 200 times.

Representatives from Sand
Land, who have repeatedly de-
nied those allegations, could
not immediately be reached for
comment.

The town’s outside counsel
has since asked the DEC to re-
voke Sand Land’s sand mining
permit, according to Southamp-
ton Town Attorney James Burke.

The DEC is reviewing the de-
cision.

Assemb. Fred W. Thiele Jr.
noted that the ruling recog-
nizes that on Long Island, the
state must defer to the munici-
pality in determining whether
mining is permitted under the
local zoning code.

“In essence, the DEC broke
the law and put the interests of
the polluter ahead of the environ-
ment and the public,” Thiele

(I-Sag Harbor) said in a state-
ment. “Today, the Appellate Divi-
sion of the State Supreme Court
righted the wrong committed by
the State DEC, by annulling the
expansion permit granted by the
DEC.”

Adrienne Esposito, executive
director of the Farmingdale-
based Citizens Campaign for
the Environment, called it a
“precedent setting” decision.

“Laws established to protect
our aquifer and public health
cannot be cast aside by DEC in
closed door deals made with
sand mining operations,” she
said.

Cops: Man sought in rape
Daylight assault
was in wooded
area in Coram
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Court overturns sand mine ruling

The controversial Noyac sand mine, known as Sand Land, as seen on March 9, 2020.
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