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 On September 10, 2018, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) issued a 
“notice of intent to modify” the sand mining permit for Sand Land. The modification provided for the 
closure of the sand mine and its reclamation no later than two years after the effective date of the 
revised permit. The significant contamination of groundwater under the site was identified as a 
significant reason for the closure. Predictably, Sand Land appealed the proposed modification.  
 Last week, the State DEC has completely reversed field by announcing a settlement. Despite 
intense community interest, the settlement was negotiated behind closed doors with no community 
involvement.  

In summary, the settlement provides for the expansion of the existing sand mine by permitting 
the depth of the mine to be increased by 40 additional feet. It would also permit sand mining to 
continue until the year 2027 with reclamation to be completed two years later.  
 Sand Land is a proven polluter and a lawbreaker. The Suffolk County Department of Health 
Services issued a report conclusively demonstrating that the groundwater under the mine is 
contaminated with pollutants associated with activities conducted at the mine. State courts have found 
that Sand Land has not complied with the Southampton Town Zoning Code. The State DEC, 
acknowledges that state mining regulations have been previously violated resulting in a consent order 
and penalties. 
 What are the consequences for polluting the groundwater and violating the law? The polluter 
was rewarded. The natural filter which cleanses our groundwater will be reduced by another 40 feet. 
The community will be subjected to eight more years of environmentally dangerous industrial activity 
in the deepest groundwater recharge area east of the Shinnecock Canal. 

The State DEC touts a ban on vegetative waste as part of the settlement, but the Town of 
Southampton won that battle in State court years ago. The DEC also touts institution of new 
groundwater monitoring at the mine. However, the county has already demonstrated that the 
groundwater is polluted and the pollutants are those associated with activities at the mine. In addition, 
state legislation was passed last year that gives the Town the right to do its own groundwater 
monitoring at sand mines.  

What is the public benefit of this settlement? 
 The State DEC had it right the first time. The mine should close now, not in 2027. If the State 
DEC refuses to protect our water, then other remedies must be explored. In the short term, it is 
imperative that the State DEC have public hearings on this proposed permit application. The level of 
public interest is high and the environmental stakes for the community are even higher. The proposed 
settlement must not be rubber stamped, but must be subjected to the most stringent environmental 
review required by law. 
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